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Technoparenting: Creating Webpages That
Improve Home/School Communications
(Synopsis)
How can both parents and schools benefit from well-
designed, purposeful class webpages? This session will
highlight the purposes of class webpages, describe online
gradebooks, give tips for helping reluctant teachers begin to
create pages, and suggest strategies for getting all teachers
in a building on the web.
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A story
Indulge me for a moment by reading a personal tale of parental frustration.
.

When my son Brady was in the fifth-grade, he came home with a report card that was, shall we say, less than
impressive. This bright, hard working boy was getting D's in social studies, science, and health. The first parent-
teacher conference of the year was held ten weeks after school began, and it wasn’t until then that I learned of
the problems he was having.

At the conference, I asked his teacher a favor. "Please let me know what Brady needs to know in these areas,
when the test dates are, and when the projects are due. I will help make sure he knows what he needs to know!"

A bit flustered, the teacher said she would get back to me.

I never saw the list of competencies or test dates, but I also noticed Brady never received less than a B in her
class again. While at the time I viewed this as victory for proactive parenting, I have since worried that the skills
and knowledge Brady should have gained during that year fell by the wayside.

Brady’s teacher missed a tremendous opportunity by not enlisting my help and the help of the other children’s parents in her class.
Over one-fourth of the year was gone before I knew my son was having problems. Even had I known he was struggling, I did not
know enough about the curricular content or teacher’s expectations to know how to help.

Screenshot of Basic Teacher Homepage Form


